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Layering for a Dynamic and  

Beautiful Garden 

 

La  

Presented by Laura Watson 
 

1. A Vegetable Garden 
2. A Many-Terraced Garden 

3. Another Terraced Garden 
4. Hanging Gardens of Babylon 

5. A Layered Pot 
6. Layering with Multiple Pots 
7. A Castle Garden in Scotland 

8. A Garden at BBG 
9. A Shaded Garden 

10.Chanticleer in Pennsylvania 
 

Tall Layers 
 

11.Autumn at the Miller Garden  

12.A Conifer Garden 
13.Borrowed Views 
14.Using Trees for Shade and Views 

15.Karl Foerster’s Garden in Germany 
16.Autumn at the Miller Garden 

 
Middle Layers 

 

17.RHS Garden Rosemore in Devon UK 

18.Paulsen Garden in Puyallup 
19.A Garden in Fairhaven WA 
20.A Shade Garden 

21.A Sunny Garden 
 

Low Layers 
 

22.Watson Garden in Seattle 
23.A Bellevue Garden 

24.A Shade Garden in Puyallup 

25.Autumn at the Miller Garden 
26.Lovely Textured Garden in Portland 

27.A Log Garden 
 

Balancing Mass 

 
28.Balancing a Tree 
29.An Unbalanced Tree 

30.Aiding Balance with Hardscape 
31.Jekyll/Lutyens—Hestercombe in Devon 

32.Miller Garden in Autumn 
33.Watson Shade Garden 
 

Seasonal Layers 
 

34.Early Spring, Anemone blanda  
35.Late Spring, Tulips and Violets 
36.Late Summer/Early Autumn--Asters 

37.Autumn--Colchicum 
38.Autumn Leaves  

39.Late Autumn/Winter—Grevillea 
 

Wildlife Dimension 
 

40.Lavender and Spanish Lavender—Bees 

41.Chilian Fire Tree—Hummingbirds/Bees 
42.Lupine—Bees 
43.Grasses—Seeds for Birds 

44.Crabapple—Birds and Critters 
45.Mahonia—Birds  
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Vines 
 

46.Clematis in a Conifer 

47.Clematis in a Plum Tree 
48.Tying Heuchera on Ground to Tall Layer 

 

Garden Art 
 

49.Turquoise Glass and Ceramics 
50.Pig Trough Used to Showcase Leaves 
51.Larger-Than-Life Cartwheeling Children  

52.A Birdbath 
53.A Ceramic Water Feature 

54.A Snaking Stone Pathway 
55.A Rusty Iron Ball Skirted by Hakonechloa 
 

Repetition:  A Key to Layering 
 

56.RHS Garden Rosemore in Devon UK 
57.Conifer Rooftop Garden, Stuttgart, Germany 
58.A Shade Garden 

 

Repetition of Shape 
 

59.Pyramid Shape 
60.Shape of the Grass 

61.A Topiary Trio 
62.Repetition of Shape of Leaves 
 

Repetition of Texture 
 

63.Coarse Texture—Rodgersia 
64.Medium Texture in the Paulsen Garden  

65.Fine Texture Calmed by Rain Chain 
66.Conifer Garden with Fine Texture 

67.Gunnera—the Epitome of Coarse Texture 
 

Repetition of Color 
 

68.Roses and Clematis in Red, White, and Blue 

69.A Green Garden Path 
70.Green Garden Path in Black and White 

71.Hestercombe in Devon UK 
72.Hestercombe in Black and White 
73.Color Wheel 

74.A Pleasing Colorful Garden 
75.Using Complementary Colors 

76.Using Analogous Colors 
77.Using Monochromatic Colors 
 

Focal Points 
 

78.A Simple Focal Point—a Planter 
79.A Single Gabion 
80.A Striking Plant 

81.A Pair of Gabions 
82.A Beehive  

83.A Seating Area  
84.A Stone Arch 
 

Planning Layering in Your Garden 
 

85.A Beautifully Layered Garden, Example 1 
86.A Beautifully Layered Garden, Example 2 

87.A Beautifully Layered Garden, Example 3 
 

 
Garden of Camille and Dirk Paulsen 

 

Books on Layering in the Garden 
 

David Culp, The Layered Garden, published by Timber Press, 2012. 
The Illustrated Gertrude Jekyll, published by Little, Brown and Company, 1988. 

Ann Lovejoy, American Mixed Border, published by Macmillan Publishing Company, 1993 
Marietta and Ernie O’Byrne, A Tapestry Garden, published by Timber Press, 2018. 
Theo Williams, The Complete Guide to Layered Gardening, self-published, 2020. 
 

Websites on Layered Gardens 
 

Search “Layered Garden” for a plethora of articles, blogs, and podcasts on layering a garden. 


