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Presented by Washington State University King County Master Gardeners

Amber Wise

Cesar Chavez Demonstration Garden
Beacon Hill

2524 16th Ave South / Seattle 98144 

June 25 2025

El Centro de la Raza

1972- Peaceful occupation to take back the building for community
• Has been serving Beacon Hill and all Seattle neighborhoods for over 50 years
• Pre-school, after school programs, youth education
• Food bank, food access
• Housing
• Financial, taxes
• Workforce development
• Small business services
• Child & Family services
• Advocacy & Culture
• Dia de los Muertos
• 2nd Saturdays in summer
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Master Gardener History

▪ * MGKC’s maintaining this location since 
1985, Various iterations and versions

*  2011 wrote a grant in collaboration with 
Rainier Valley Eats (RAVE) to fund 
expansion and addition of greenhouse, 
raised beds, fencing and irrigation
• Included youth education
• Community classes

*  Public Health King County, Seattle 
Parks and Rec

▪ Brochure from first year of program:

Looking south

▪ 2007

▪ 2025

A learning journey

▪ July 2010 beginning of cactus garden ▪ 2025 perennials
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North sidewalk

▪ 2008 ▪ 2025

All-volunteer maintained

2022

• 101 
volunteers

• 753 hours

2023

• 122 
volunteers

• 883 hours

2024

• 74 
volunteers

• 814 hours

Five-year crop rotation by family
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Summer

Winter

Summer sidewalk looking east

El Centro’s Christmas Tree Sale
Thanksgiving  almost Christmas

BerriesEdible Herbs

Pollinators & beneficials

June 14

June 21
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Mason &                    rain barrel,              compost
leafcutter bees,

Kiddos visiting

Food donations

2022
• 325 plant starts

2023
• 902 plant starts

2024
• 564 plants 
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Other donations-veggie starts 
& flowers
2022

• 330 pounds

2023
• 234 pounds

2024
• 470 pounds

Dia de los Muertos

We grow and donate hundreds of 

Marigold

Tagetes

Cempasúchil

Flor de Muerto

for El Centro’s Ofrendas

Various community 
partnerships

• Beacon Hill Arts /  Garden Club

• Beacon Hill Food Forest

• Beacon Hill Business Association

• One Seattle Day of Service / Comcast

• El Centro de la Raza pre-K

• English as a 2nd language group from the 
Library

• Community residents and families –very 
ethnically and economically diverse
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Come visit us! ▪ Open garden hours / work days

▪ 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month, 
10am-1pm

• July 12 & 26,  Aug 9 & 23, Sept 13 & 27, Oct 11 & 25

▪ ~April – end of September, Wed. 4-6

▪ 2nd Saturdays are community days 

at El Centro

• July 12
• Aug 9
• Sept 13

Free Plant giveaways, April – September
Beacon Hill Arts / Beacon Hill Garden Club

Thank You!
And now for some closing announcements before questions…

Instagram: cesarchavezgarden
Photo credits: Mick Duggan, Amber Wise, Suzy Knutson, Rose Tobin

Questions?
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