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The Quince: Rare and Nearly Forgotten
...by Extension Master Gardener Bruce Caredio

The ancient fruit, quince, is undergoing a mild revival
recently after decades of neglect by commercial and home
growers. Quince, Cydonia oblonga, is the only member of
the genus Cydonia. This fruit is a member of

the Rosaceae family as are apples, pears and other fruits.
Quince fruit is green to golden yellow, aromatic and
resembles a lumpy pear. The fruit stores exceptionally well in cool, dark
conditions. This characteristic may be the reason it used to be so popular
before the advent of refrigeration.

Read the full article

First All-Volunteer Meeting on April 18

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County Master
Gardener Program Coordinator

In the March newsletter, | sent a save the date for the
All-Volunteer Meeting on April 18. | am looking forward to CARpEnEr YO
sharing information about the Program, our

accomplishments and goals. For our first meeting, | will be presenting a 2023
end-of-year report — information about what kind of impact Extension Master
Gardeners are having in communities throughout King County. This is the
same data that | share with WSU and with the King County Extension. The
meeting will also include a brief introduction to the different volunteer teams
who lead parts of the Program, and a discussion about how to incorporate the
Program Periorities into your clinic and other public engagements. Master
Gardeners, stay tuned for an email invitation in your inbox shortly.



https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/3b2ac0be-cb9b-46b3-8548-5a3ee913f81d.pdf?rdr=true
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/donate/
https://mastergardener.wsu.edu/priorities/
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Register now: BDG Workshops Series 2
...by the BDG Workshops Team

Wow, spring has arrived! Are you eager to get to work in your garden but not
sure where to start? Join us for Series 2 of the Bellevue Demonstration Garden
Saturday Workshops on Zoom. On April 6th, Extension Master Gardener Laura
Watson will present Layering for a Dynamic and Beautiful Garden Learn how
to layer a garden by staggering foreground, middle ground and background to
create an alluring and satisfying landscape.

Read the full article

And... we’re Live!

King County Foundation President Joan Baldwin
and Extension Master Gardener Coordinator
Sarah Moore appeared in a live segment on
spring gardening on Fox 13’s morning news
program. Sarah answered the introductory
question, “What is a Master Gardener?” and
Joan presented great information on spring
vegetables, plant starts vs seeds, potting soil vs
seed starter. Watch the segment here:

Spring planting advice from master gardeners (fox13seattle.com)

Photo: Lettuce seedling Photo credit: Pezibear via Pixabay
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Lettuce starts have arrived at nurseries and

garden stores and can be planted now if the soil Volunteer hours must
has been protected over the winter and is be entered monthly.
workable. Would you like to learn more about

extending the harvest of cool-season crops? In Staying Smart

this month’s column, Nancy Purcell, an Extension
Master Gardener with Soos Creek Demonstration
Garden, describes how to delay bolting from

BDG Workshops

Education Events for

cool-weather crops by using shade cloth and the Public and Master
vertical crops on trellises for protection from Gardeners
direct sun.

Growing Groceries

Read the article
1N

What’s New in the Clinic Resource Box?

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County Master Gardener Program
Coordinator

Every year, WSU creates new publications about topics related to home
gardening. And each year, the Clinic Leadership Team sifts through these
wonderful offerings and selects those that will be most relevant to Extension
Master Gardeners and to home gardeners in King County. This year, look out
for these new publication topics in your Clinic Resource Box: Praying Mantids
in the Garden, Companion Plants, Minor and Uncommon Fruits, and Emerald
Ash Borer. The last topic is important to know about now — there are currently
no reports of emerald ash borers in King County, but we want to be prepared
for their likely eventual arrival.

Interns are Coming!

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County Master Gardener Program
Coordinator

On March 16th and 23rd, King County Extension Master Gardener trainees
spent two wonderful days meeting the teams at our twelve demonstration
gardens and earning Demo Garden hours while helping to prepare the gardens
for spring. On March 31st, they completed their final exams, and we are proud
to welcome 103 new interns into our Program for 2024. Please greet our new
interns wherever you see them — at clinics and gardens, meetings and classes,
or just out and about.

When are Garden Tours CE Eligible?

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

If you are like me, you can’t resist a garden tour.
Whether it’s part of a historical home or a
docent-led tour of a renowned garden, | never
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turn down the opportunity and | always learn something new. However, many
wonderful tours are not Continuing Education (CE) eligible. As a quick
reminder, page 27 of the Master Gardener Handbook outlines “What does not
qualify for continuing education?” The list includes: “Trips and tours not
preapproved by the program coordinator.”

Read the full article
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Ways to donate to MGFKC

MG Program Priorities

Plal}tA.mnesty Pruning Class with PlantAmnesty AAA
Christina Pfeiffer
On Apiril 6, our colleagues at PlantAmnesty are partnering with the Carkeek
Park Demonstration Garden to offer an exciting hands-on opportunity to learn
pruning techniques. This workshop is only open to Extension Master
Gardeners and is approved for Continuing Education credit. Stay tuned for an
email with a link to the event.

King County Parks Levy: Take the Survey or Attend a
Virtual Meeting

Funds from the King County Parks Levy will help support the King County
Extension, including WSU Extension King County Master Gardeners. |
encourage you to learn more about the levy and fill out the online survey or
participate in an online virtual community meeting on April 9 or April 23.

Northwest Flower & Garden Festival a Success!

Dear Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State and Affiliated
Chapters,

Thank you! For a second year in a row, your financial support made WSU
Extension Master Gardener Program participation in the Northwest Flower and
Garden Festival a reality. Volunteers from around the state attended the
festival to learn, to shop, to volunteer and to network. Volunteers and residents
from 26 counties in our state stopped by the booth to say hello and to learn
about who we are, what we do and why we do it. In fact, 34 states, and 3
Canadian territories were represented too! Go Cougs! was commonly bellowed
as visitors passed by the booth. A fun time was had by all.


https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2915/2022/02/MG_Handbook_2020.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/5412e812-92c4-4c42-a330-7fb0bba77d35.pdf?rdr=true
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/how-to-help/
https://mastergardener.wsu.edu/priorities/
https://publicinput.com/kingcountyparkslevy
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKING/bulletins/390ab41__;!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!v5HjCfga2NXfF1C1MTY0USg6-Dqit0O-y_gKIvOhkUQVcf3ffLrRn7BGj-rbj3BbTpGLT2ObD5TqA7ElP6N4Tq6Lu2DRug%24

Read the letter

i Q
Supporting King'Colnty Master Gard‘.nerés #
since 1984 iup
Investing i & SUst uture
o
—

SupportUs o8

Find out about the WSU Extension Discover the many ways

Master Gardener Program in King contributions help the King County

County, how to become a Master Master Gardener program operate
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Puget Sound Tip Sheets. clinics for the public and offer low-
cost classes and workshops to the

https://extension.wsu.edu/king/garde public.
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https://www.magfkc.org/

For MG-only information, log into
the "KCMGs, Only" area. For MG-only documents,
Foundation policies and clinic
resources, log into the Foundation
"Members Area". See the MGFKC May 23
email for the password.

WSDA Pest Alert: Bamboo Mealybug

A population of bamboo mealybugs, Trionymus
bambusae, was discovered causing damage to
blue dragon bamboo in Burien, Washington.
This is the first confirmed case in the United
States.

If you believe you have found this pest in
Washington state, please contact the Washington State Department of
Agriculture Pest Program at 1-800-443-6684.
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Read the full WSDA Pest Alert

Extend Your Knowledge...

2024
Pest Management
Guide for Grapes
in Washington

Pest Management for Grapes

This annually revised guide covers controls for
diseases, insects, weeds, and vertebrate pests in
Washington vineyards, including various
chemicals and their uses. Disease and insect
controls are coordinated to pest and crop stages,
while weed controls are outlined for new and
established plantings. Contributors are WSU and
USDA scientists, including Gwen Hoheisel,
Michelle Moyer, Rachel Bomberger, Wendy Sue
Wheeler, Rui Liu, David James, Douglas Walsh,
Inga Zasada, Naidu Rayapati, Prashant Swamy,
Stephen Onayemi, and Bernadette Gagnier.

Download the publication

Staying Mission Driven

Coordinator

crafts impact statements.

Read the full article

Of Interest to You

Tip Sheets for KC
Browse tip sheets about
Puget Sound
Gardening

Garden Tip Sheets

WHERE am I?

Find King County
Master Gardener clinic
and garden locations
using the MGFKC map

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County Master Gardener Program

You may see invitations for something called “Staying Mission Driven” and ask
yourself what it's about and if it's a good use of your time to attend. If you want
to know more about the big picture of the Program at the statewide level, |
heartily encourage you to accept the invitation and attend one or more of these
sessions. Each month touches on a different subject, from Civil Rights
Reporting, to reviewing the Statewide Annual Report, to how the Program

Sign up to receive the
Master Gardener
Connection
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Continuing Education Opportunities

What Counts as CE? diaziar |L »"Il

Classes that will improve a volunteer's knowledge

and skill base for performing work as a horticultural a rd e n e rS
advisor and serving as a resource on issues of

sustainable gardening for home gardeners.

continue education for life

Staying Smanrt!

Education Opportunities

Check out additional educational offerings on the MGFKC Education

page: kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/. Master Gardeners
can also find more approved Continuing Education offerings on the Master
Gardeners Only page of the Program website.

Growing Groceries Classes

Growing Groceries classes are Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Please
visit the Growing Groceries page for information and registration for all
classes.

April 10: Grow Tomatoes, Peppers and Other Edible
Nightshades, presented by Extension Master Gardeners Sharon Peach and
Jean Jones.

April 24: What Loves Heat!? Cucumbers, Squash, Beans and
Melons, presented by Extension Master Gardeners Emilie Castle and Jim
Olson.

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops

Workshops are online Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Registration is
required. For registration information and workshop details, please visit
the Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops page.

April 6: Layering for a Dynamic and Beautiful Garden presented by
Extension Master Gardener Laura Watson.

April 13: Be the Boss of Your Bare Roots and Bulbs presented by Sean
and Allison McManus, Owners Spoken Garden.

April 27: Emerging Pests: Northern Giant Hornet, Japanese Beetles,
Spotted Lantern Fly, presented by Cassie Cichorz, Washington Department
of Agriculture: Pest Management Program.

May 4: Irrigation and Effective Water Management, presented by Christina
Pfeiffer, Horticulture Educator.

WSU Master Gardener Online Workshops
Tuesdays in February at 12:00 p.m. WSU Master Gardeners present free weekly

online programs. No need to register, just pop in.
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Connection information (To attend you must have a Zoom account, sign up for
one at zoom.us.), then join from

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS, or

Android: https://wsu.zoom.us/j/77560563207?
pwd=RzVxbTI0dXpyUjJiSDdsWnJuTXdydz09

Meeting ID: 775 605 6320

Password: 12345

Phone Call: +1 253 215 8782, 775 605 6320#

For help, call Gary Fredricks at garyf@wsu.edu or 360-577-3014 Ext. 3.

April 2: Starting a Garden, presented by Extension Master Gardener Adam
Weeks. Learn when to plant, how to get an early start and what it takes to
maintain healthy plants.

April 9: Keeping Pollinators Safe — it's up to YOU|, presented by Extension
Master Gardener Alice Slusher. Learn about safer chemical pesticide
alternatives that pose a minimal threat to pollinators.

April 16: Edible Flowers — YUM!, presented by Extension Master Gardener
Rosalinde Willson. Learn to identify edible flowers and how they can be used.

April 23: Reading Pesticide Labels — How Important is it? presented by
Jennifer Mendoza, Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Program
Coordinator and Extension Master Gardener. Learn how to make sure the
product you buy is appropriate for your situation and get information from the
label to help you safely and effectively manage your problem while protecting
people, pets and the environment.

April 30: Companion Planting — the Real Deal, presented by Extension
Master Gardener Terrie Phillips. Explore the benefits of modern companion
planting, including soil health improvement, biological control enhancement and
effective pest, weed and disease management.

Washington Native Plant Society

April 15: Rare Plants and Their Pollinators, a free webinar presented by
Susan Waters, Ph.D., a senior ecologist at Quamash EcoResearch. Find more
information and registration at
https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Zis1QVjxT-
elmPCYt0vn9Q#/reqistration.

Bellevue Botanical Garden Society

BBGS members receive a 30% discount on most webinars, lectures and
classes. Visit https://bellevuebotanical.org/adult-ed/ for class information and
registration.

April 10: Bringing Paradise Home: Create Your Own Lush Jungles and
Desertscapes, a hybrid presentation by Bryon Jones, horticulturist and arborist
for the Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium.

April 25: Creating Beautiful Containers, a webinar presented by Extension
Master Gardener Molly van der Burch in partnership with the WSU Extension
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King County Master Gardeners. (There is a discounted price of $10.50 for King
County Master Gardener members on this class.)

Save the Date:

Virtual WSU Master Gardener Advanced Education Conference
September 27 — 28, 2024: Gardening in a Changing Climate. Visit the event
website for more information.

Upcoming Plant Sales

WNPS Spring Native Plant Sale, April 14

Offering a local selection of pollinator friendly, native shrubs, perennials and
groundcovers. Details including a list of plants for sale at Central Puget Sound:
Spring Native Plant Sale. Sunday, April 14, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at
the Bellevue Botanical Garden, 12001 Main St, Bellevue, Washington.

Interlake High School Horticulture Program Spring Plant Sale, April 24
and April 25 - 27
Support Interlake High School's Horticulture Program. The sale will take place
at Interlake High School Horticulture Center, 16245 NE 24th, Bellevue,
Washington.
¢ VIP event with complimentary coffee, cookies and first pick of plants on
Wednesday, April 24, 2024 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Purchase tickets at
https://interlakehorticulture.com/, $10 each.
e Public sale Thursday, April 25 — Saturday, April 27, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.

Eastside Fuchsia Society Plant Sale, May 4

Featuring a large selection of hardy and hanging basket fuchsias and
daylilies. For a list of plants contact carolinez.garden@yahoo.com.

Bring boxes to take your plants home. Cash, check or credit card accepted.
Saturday, May 4, 2024, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Bellevue Botanical Garden,
Aaron Educational Center, 12001 Main Street, Bellevue, Washington.

Mercer Island High School Crest Learning Center Horticulture Program
Annual Plant Sale, May 4 and 18

Support the Crest Learning Center Horticulture Program. Student-driven sale
includes annual and perennial flowers, herbs and vegetables. Saturday, May 4

and Saturday, May 18, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Sale will be held at 4150 86th
Avenue SE, Mercer Island, Washington. Cash and check only.

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Annual Spring Plant Sale, May 11
Saturday, May 11, 2024, 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
15500 SE 161" Street, Bellevue, Washington

Elisabeth C. Miller Library Selection
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Growing Conifers: The Complete Illustrated
Gardening and Landscaping Guide

April's book selection by local author and former Master
Gardener Dr. John Albers, is a complete guide for
selecting and growing conifers.

Growing Conifers: The Complete lllustrated Gardening
and Landscaping Guide by John Albers and David Perry was publlshed in May
2021, by New Society Publishers. Brian Thompson, Curator of Horticultural
Literature at the Elisabeth C. Miller Library reviewed the book.

Read the review

ELISABETH €. MILLER LIBRARY

GARDEN LOVERS’
BOOK SALE

Art by Bosemanry Washington AIjril 5’ ':{ d‘ 3 [}34

Opening Night: Friday, April 5 from 5:00 - $:00 pm
Tickets 535 at milledibrary.org

Public Sale: Saturday, April 6 from g:00 am - 3:00 pm MILLER
Remaining books discounted through April 30 (  LIBRARY

L

v, SR ELISABETH C

University of Washingtor Center for Urban Hortleuhurs

4 . 3501 NE 415t Street
% Botanic GARDENS Seattle, WA 58196
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W Events and Coming Attractions

MGFKC Board Meeting on Thursday, April 11, from
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. online Zoom meeting.

Information and details at
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/.

Zoom Meeting
-https://us06web.zoom.us/|/88172076722
Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722

One tap mobile - +12532158782,,88172076722#

Dial in - +1 253 215 8782 Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Annual Spring Plant Sale, May 11
Saturday, May 11, 2024, 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
15500 SE 161" Street, Bellevue, Washington

Contributing to The Connection
Do you have an event or CE opportunity to share? An article of interest to
Master Gardeners? Deadline for announcements or article submissions is the
15th of the month prior to publication (ex: May 15 for the June edition). For
more information or to submit items for consideration, please contact us
at communicate@magfkc.org. All published photos have the photographer's
permission or are sourced from free-to-use sites.

WAIT! Don't unsubscribe from all mailings if you are an
active Master Gardener!

If you wish to unsubscribe, be selective and identify the email lists you wish to
receive. All active Master Gardeners in King County are expected to
subscribe to the current year's "KC Master Gardeners" Email List to
continue receiving information about Program activities, updates and
recertification notices. Other email lists are optional.

Follow us on social media!

The Master Gardener Connection is a joint publication from the King County Master
Gardener Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and the WSU Extension Master Gardener

Program in King County to provide research-based education about urban horticulture to the

EXTENSION
residents of King County. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all

without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance many be reported through your local
WSU Extension office.
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