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BDG Spring Plant Sale on
Saturday, May 11
 
The Bellevue Demonstration Garden (BDG)
Annual Spring Plant Sale is just around the
corner! This year’s spring sale will feature
warm-season veggie starts as well as a wide
selection of ornamentals. We’ll have colorful
annuals and perennials, shrubs, herbs, grasses, and ‘spillers and thrillers’ for
container gardening. The veggie starts, including basil, cucumbers, eggplant,
peppers and tomatoes, are grown by Extension Master Gardeners at the City
of Bellevue greenhouse located just a few blocks from BDG. Ornamentals for
sale will include plants donated by PlantAmnesty, Bellevue Community
Gardens and Extension Master Gardeners. In-season nursery selections will
also be available for sale. Extension Master Gardeners will be on site to
answer questions and help with plant selection.

The sale will be held on Saturday, May 11, 2024, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. at the Bellevue Demo Garden, 15500 SE 16th Street in Bellevue.
Nearby parking is available both on the street and in the parking lot.

​Proceeds from demonstration garden plant sales enable the Master Gardener
Foundation of King County to support the activities of the WSU Extension King
County Master Gardener Program. Cash, checks, and credit cards will be
accepted.

 
Earth Day 2024 with the Seattle P-Patch Community

…by Gia Parsons, Extension Master Gardener and co-lead of the KCMG DEI
Team

https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/donate/
https://mastergardener.wsu.edu/priorities/


The 2024 Earth Day event at the African American Museum organized by the
Seattle Department of Neighborhoods, is a vibrant celebration of sustainability
and community. This year's event was especially exciting as it featured a
wonderful relationship with the WSU Extension King County Master Gardeners.
We attended the event with a pop-up Ask-a-Master-Gardener clinic from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Read the full article

Photo: (left to right) EMGs Gary Scheider, Gia Parsons
and Janine Allen. Photo credit: photographer unknown.

 
Master Gardener Activities at
Kenmore Rhododendron Park

…by Extension Master Gardener Sharon
O’Grady

In 1959, the native species of rhododendron,
Rhododendron macrophyllum, was selected as
the official flower of the state of Washington. However, long before then, many
hybrid varieties were being cultivated by local rhododendron enthusiast,
Reginald A. “Charlie” Pearce, at his homestead-turned-commercial-nursery
which is now the City of Kenmore’s Rhododendron Park. You can read about
the park’s history here: https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/rhododendron-
park-a-little-history/.

Centrally located in the heart of Kenmore, Rhododendron Park features one of
the largest public collections of hybrid rhododendrons in the Pacific Northwest.
WSU Extension Master Gardener (EMG) volunteers have initiated a
collaboration with the City of Kenmore and the Rhododendron Park staff to
work on mutually beneficial projects. Specifically, the EMGs have undertaken
the mission to educate themselves and, in turn, the public, on the care and
maintenance of this important symbol of Pacific Northwest horticulture. 

Read the full article

Photo: Ground layering a rhododendron at Kenmore Rhododendron Park. Photo credit: Nora Larson.

 

Finding Continuing Education
Opportunities

…by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King
County Master Gardener Program
Coordinator

https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/a348acf2-b4e2-4b6b-a2a9-4f8df21dc337.pdf?rdr=true
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/rhododendron-park-a-little-history/
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/7887b9e8-efd7-4190-a8e3-259e20243972.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/7887b9e8-efd7-4190-a8e3-259e20243972.pdf?rdr=true


There have been frequent requests from WSU Extension Master Gardeners for
a more robust list of approved Continuing Education (CE) offerings and a
means to recommend new CE classes. I’m excited to share that your requests
have been heard and the Master Gardeners Only web page now hosts
expanded lists of CE opportunities. Under Approved Continuing Education
Opportunities for King County Master Gardeners, you will find two kinds of CE
opportunities, along with a link for submitting recommendations:

Read the full article

 

Growing Groceries Corner

…by Extension Master Gardener Carol Johnson

Do the spring weeds sprouting in your vegetable
garden leave you feeling overwhelmed or
frustrated? In this month’s Growing Groceries
Corner, Extension Master Gardener Jim Olson
shares some helpful tips with a gardener who
wrote in with a specific question after attending a
recent Growing Groceries presentation.

Read the article

 
​Quick Links

MGFKC

​King County MG

Become a Master
Gardener

MGF Washington State

Record Impacts

GivePulse Login Page

Volunteer hours must
be entered monthly.

Staying Smart

​BDG Workshops

Education Events for
the Public and Master
Gardeners

Growing Groceries
 

Live GivePulse Help Sessions Coming in May

…by the Program Office Support Team

Are you struggling with entering your Master Gardener service and continuing
education hours? Not sure how to check your total hours for the current year?
Need to know how to update your personal contact information?

The King County Master Gardener Program Office will be offering three live
(via Zoom) help sessions during the week of May 19. Watch your email inbox
for an invitation from the Program Office in the coming week!

Updated Reimbursement Form

https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/king-county-master-gardeners-only/
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/34c54311-71d5-436a-8625-81736b710107.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/3289d929-dd14-4b97-9c0f-07ded36ce570.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.mgfkc.org/
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/become-a-master-gardener/
https://mastergardenerfoundation.org/
https://wsu.givepulse.com/group/453122-WSU-King-County-Master-Gardeners
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/bdg-workshops/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/gg/


by Nancy Marshall, MGFKC Treasurer
 
When you need to submit clinic expenses for
reimbursement, please use the updated
Request for Reimbursement Form which can be
found in the Clinic Leader Resources section of
the Master Gardeners Only web page. This new
form has been updated with the current Program
Office mailing address: 560 Naches Ave SW, Suite 130, Renton WA  98057.

All-Volunteer Meeting Recap

…by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

I want to thank all the volunteers who turned out on
April 18th for the first ever WSU Extension King
County Master Gardener All-Volunteer meeting.
We kicked off this new tradition with a review of our
numbers for 2023 and an introduction to the

volunteer leaders who make so much of our programming possible. I have
posted a link to the meeting in the Volunteer Only section of the website, but
will include a few highlights here in numbers.

Read the full article
  

Ways to donate to MGFKC

MG Program Priorities
 

https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/king-county-master-gardeners-only/
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/e0946291-50b7-4281-b276-1b4dabca293f.pdf?rdr=true
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/how-to-help/
https://mastergardener.wsu.edu/priorities/


Cool Plants, Hot Tips Returns September 8, 2024!
Save the date and watch for more details about this educational event and

plant sale at Bellevue Botanical Garden. We hope to see you there!
 

Foodies in the Garden
 
This is the latest in an occasional series of articles
about what we do with the plants that we grow for food.

When a Bean is a Pea

…by Extension Master Gardener Bruce Caredio

Of the few cool weather crops that do well in the Pacific
Northwest, the broad bean is unique. It is also known by
the common names horse bean, fava bean, English
bean and others. This hardy annual legume is actually a
member of the pea family, genus Vicia. Most "beans" are in the genus
Phaseolus. Fava bean, Vicia faba, is a large vetch and considered an
important food source. Other vetches are grown as cover crops, green manure
and livestock fodder. Peas, beans and vetches are part of the large family of
plants called legumes which host bacteria that fix nitrogen in the soil.    

Read the full article

Image: Fava bean, Vicia faba.
​Image credit: Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1410918

  

Find out about the WSU Extension
Master Gardener Program in King
County, how to become a Master
Gardener, a list of speakers and the
Puget Sound Tip Sheets.
 
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/garde
ning/
 
For MG-only information, log into
the "KCMGs, Only" area.

 

Discover the many ways
contributions help the King County
Master Gardener program operate
public gardens, diagnostic plant
clinics for the public and offer low-
cost classes and workshops to the
public.
  
https://www.mgfkc.org/
 
For MG-only documents,
Foundation policies and clinic
resources, log into the Foundation
"Members Area".

https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/8458d78e-9b95-49ba-9c59-60cc46089f8c.pdf?rdr=true
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1410918
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/


  

WSDA Northern Giant Hornet Alert

While there have been no detections yet this
year, please continue to be on the lookout for
northern giant hornets and report sightings here.
Northern giant hornets are the world’s largest
hornet. They are usually 1.5 – 2 inches in length
and have a large orange head with prominent
eyes and a black and orange/yellow striped
abdomen. Public reports have led to about half of
the northern giant hornet detections.

Read the full WSDA Update here

 
Of Interest to You

Tip Sheets for KC ​

Browse tip sheets about
Puget Sound
Gardening

Garden Tip Sheets

WHERE am I?

Find King County
Master Gardener clinic
and garden locations
using the MGFKC map

Sign up to receive the
Master Gardener

Connection

Continuing Education Opportunities

What Counts as CE?
Classes that will improve a volunteer's knowledge
and skill base for performing work as a
horticultural advisor and serving as a resource on
issues of sustainable gardening for home
gardeners.

Staying Smart! 
Education Opportunities
Check out additional educational offerings on the MGFKC Education
page: kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/. Master Gardeners
can also find more approved Continuing Education offerings on the Master
Gardeners Only page of the Program website.
   

Growing Groceries Classes
Growing Groceries classes are Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Please
visit the Growing Groceries page for information and registration for all
classes.  

https://agr.wa.gov/hornets?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAAGR/bulletins/3947082
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/gardening-tip-sheets/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/clinics-demo-gardens/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/1lmRIeX/MasterGardenerNews?source_id=5a42acc4-894c-4e5c-95cd-e8eb42dba19e&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/1lmRIeX/MasterGardenerNews?source_id=5a42acc4-894c-4e5c-95cd-e8eb42dba19e&source_type=em&c=
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/king-county-master-gardeners-only/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151Tq7lU_i9QOGlOwUP7k37Nd-Pt5yfRQSDZOjeLPkV7fl-yDzfmcUIGsEVvKe6Lsz3BbrCXY1i6mbRWSgi_jHO85wZQRsAfw7RYOPvI3mepYHgE14_U-DMzJxM7sqbmq-WEF9Qx2dxGellVCTA4DA8P0ceH-Oa3AI1BeE-a6X2E=&c=Pq_HE0Sbdr89K0ffLCKENYgfJFX74Tw1vRAsyEBcNGChFTZ_UrlfmA==&ch=VZmgEwXuV0Y8ZdZdeJECvsG8Sul_FSf-zOLPHG4xDOpBeHT5FZFc0w==


May 8: Savoring What You Sow: Roots and Herbs, presented by Extension
Master Gardener Margaret MacLeod.

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops
Workshops are online Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Registration is
required. For registration information and workshop details, please visit
the Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops page.

May 4: Irrigation and Effective Water Management, presented by Christina
Pfeiffer, Horticulture Educator.

May 18: Beneficial Insects, presented by Laura Matter, Program Director of
Natural Yard Care, Tilth Alliance.

June 1: Evaluating Fire Risk Around Your Home, presented by Michael
Lasecki, King Conservation District. This is a FREE class!

WSU Master Gardener Online Workshops
Tuesdays in May at 12:00 p.m. WSU Master Gardeners present free weekly
online programs. No need to register, just pop in. 

Connection information (To attend you must have a Zoom account, sign up for
one at zoom.us.), then join from 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS, or
Android: https://wsu.zoom.us/j/7756056320?
pwd=RzVxbTl0dXpyUjJjSDdsWnJuTXdydz09
Meeting ID: 775 605 6320
Password: 12345
Phone Call: +1 253 215 8782, 775 605 6320#
For help, call Gary Fredricks at garyf@wsu.edu or 360-577-3014 Ext. 3.  

May 7: Growing a Red Tomato in the Pacific Northwest, presented by
Extension Master Gardener Alice Slusher. Discover how to grow ripe red
tomatoes despite our challenging climate.

May 14: Mole Mayhem: Controlling the Troublemakers, presented by
Extension Master Gardener Sara Clark. Learn practical mole eviction
strategies.

May 21: Composting Made Easy, presented by WSU Cowlitz County
Extension Director Gary Fredricks. Discover different composting methods and
their advantages.

May 28: Do it Yourself Irrigation presented by Extension Master Gardener
Jerry Winchell. Learn how to construct a simple, affordable drip irrigation
system.

June 4: Plant Bullies to Avoid Buying at the Nursery, presented by WSU
Master Gardener and Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Coordinator, Jennifer
Mendoza. Outsmart plant bullies and create a harmonious landscape with
carefully selected alternatives.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151Tq7lU_i9QOGlOwUP7k37Nd-Pt5yfRQSDZOjeLPkV7fl-yDzfmcUCjvmblyuCHql5epD4daeBpkIz8AYgBEAUy-rYQGJtGNYZVNqHkvYWDPLS5ad1_lOkWznxTX4G3nQRKyj7qUc1q_jBm3zjz6MBjxTKPrVUfUlA7MafG5Llc=&c=Pq_HE0Sbdr89K0ffLCKENYgfJFX74Tw1vRAsyEBcNGChFTZ_UrlfmA==&ch=VZmgEwXuV0Y8ZdZdeJECvsG8Sul_FSf-zOLPHG4xDOpBeHT5FZFc0w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151Tq7lU_i9QOGlOwUP7k37Nd-Pt5yfRQSDZOjeLPkV7fl-yDzfmcUO9FrbEMNqqeCyGPhSj8IxpKT-OFLli7EZyiVR6XCIaswlxzlziOfcQiY-s72LdeHyLFl_9dipDj7I1nmPt05JWgjCBqw_bRMk7vuw77asNYA5KJC-iavSwhtQtUKp35BiCOoMZwd1zKTvDIkeUkwdRiv8BRLBVSnbgdQdxX7ZbUIJuR0C3rJgm-d-ItXoRRDuV06FWSYL3EdOf2FCgSVtM=&c=Pq_HE0Sbdr89K0ffLCKENYgfJFX74Tw1vRAsyEBcNGChFTZ_UrlfmA==&ch=VZmgEwXuV0Y8ZdZdeJECvsG8Sul_FSf-zOLPHG4xDOpBeHT5FZFc0w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151Tq7lU_i9QOGlOwUP7k37Nd-Pt5yfRQSDZOjeLPkV7fl-yDzfmcUO9FrbEMNqqeOGQftx7RHK-wDrXTbjP7QxA8lGwwNxBzeCb6lR2zLHkrC6xYQhzK_8CTwi4n5JSn1RauKx7ujDY_oQ_AQOM9kepO_Ms1-NpdSjt-u6p_-OLM6hosyCj3R4VMKiLdW6w8iKamHJ1jGxRvj82h8V_PhvyLSX7NoyC_fSqKUHMKjMFllcl_9fPgL2MP3E8ZZ1kRGggWvEs8h-k=&c=Pq_HE0Sbdr89K0ffLCKENYgfJFX74Tw1vRAsyEBcNGChFTZ_UrlfmA==&ch=VZmgEwXuV0Y8ZdZdeJECvsG8Sul_FSf-zOLPHG4xDOpBeHT5FZFc0w==
mailto:garyf@wsu.edu


Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
BBGS members receive a 30% discount on most webinars, lectures and
classes. Visit https://bellevuebotanical.org/adult-ed/ for class information and
registration.

May 18: Great Understory Trees for Pacific Northwest Gardens, in-person
class presented by Extension Master Gardener Laura Watson in partnership
with the Master Gardener Foundation of King County. (There is a discounted
price of $10.50 for King County Master Gardener members on this class.)

May 23: Bugs in Your Garden: The Good, the Bad and the Weird, a
webinar presented by Todd Murray, director for Washington State University
Puyallup Research and Extension Center in partnership with the Master
Gardener Foundation of King County. (There is a discounted price of $10.50
for King County Master Gardener members on this class.)

King County Noxious Weed Control Program
May 8 & May 15: Into the Weeds – King County Weed Management
Webinar Series. A FREE online series with seven different topics and
speakers each day. Speakers will share current perspectives on noxious weed
identification and management, pesticides and the environment, climate
impacts on invasive ecology, plant nurseries as a vector for invasive plants,
and more. View the full agenda here. Please register separately for each day.
May 8 registration and May 15 registration are linked here.

Save the Date:
Virtual WSU Master Gardener Advanced Education Conference
September 27 – 28, 2024: Gardening in a Changing Climate. Visit the event
website for more information.

  

Upcoming Plant Sales

Eastside Fuchsia Society Plant Sale, May 4
Featuring a large selection of hardy and hanging basket fuchsias and
daylilies. For a list of plants contact carolinez.garden@yahoo.com. 
Bring boxes to take your plants home. Cash, check or credit card accepted.
Saturday, May 4, 2024, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Bellevue Botanical Garden,
Aaron Educational Center, 12001 Main Street, Bellevue, Washington.

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Annual Spring Plant Sale, May 11
Saturday, May 11, 2024, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
15500 SE 16th Street, Bellevue, Washington

Elisabeth C. Miller Library Selection

https://bellevuebotanical.org/adult-ed/
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/water-and-land/weeds/eventflyers/2024-Into-the-Weeds_Agendas.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/into-the-weeds-day-1-morning-king-county-weed-mgmt-workshop-series-tickets-841846424317?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/into-the-weeds-day-2-afternoon-king-county-weed-mgmt-workshop-series-tickets-863326010337?aff=oddtdtcreator
http://mglearns.mastergardenerfoundation.org/
mailto:carolinez.garden@yahoo.com


Sustainable Food Gardens: Myths and
Solutions

May’s book selection has a wealth of information on
science-based, organic and sustainable food gardening.
Sustainable Food Gardens: Myths and Solutions by
Robert Kourik was published in October 2021 by Chelsea
Green Publishing. Brian Thompson, Curator of
Horticultural Literature, reviewed the book.

Read the review

Events and Coming Attractions

MGFKC Board Meeting on Thursday, May 9, from 7:00
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. online Zoom meeting. Information and
details at
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/.

​Zoom Meeting
-https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88172076722 
Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722
One tap mobile - +12532158782,,88172076722# 
Dial in - +1 253 215 8782 Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722

 
Contributing to The Connection

Do you have an event or CE opportunity to share? An article of interest to
Master Gardeners? Deadline for announcements or article submissions is the
15th of the month prior to publication (ex: May 15 for the June edition). For
more information or to submit items for consideration, please contact us
at communicate@mgfkc.org with Master Gardener Connection in the subject
line. All published photos have the photographer's permission or are sourced
from free-to-use sites.

 
WAIT! Don't unsubscribe from all mailings if you are an

active Master Gardener!

If you wish to unsubscribe, be selective and identify the email lists you wish to
receive. All active Master Gardeners in King County are expected to
subscribe to the current year's "KC Master Gardeners" Email List to
continue receiving information about Program activities, updates and
recertification notices. Other email lists are optional.

Follow us on social media!

          

https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/47d108f9-5936-41de-9a4a-bbc04d0f58a0.pdf?rdr=true
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88172076722
mailto:communicate@mgfkc.org
https://www.facebook.com/MGFKC
https://www.instagram.com/kcmastergardeners


The Master Gardener Connection is a joint publication from the King County Master

Gardener Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and the WSU Extension Master Gardener

Program in King County to provide research-based education about urban horticulture to the

residents of King County. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all

without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance many be reported through your local

WSU Extension office.

Master Gardener Foundation of King County | c/o WSU Extension King County, 560 Naches
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