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West Seattle Bee Festival
​Raises Awareness of Bees’ Critical Role

…by Janine Allen & Gia Parsons, Extension Master Gardeners and DEI
Committee Co-leads

The West Seattle Bee Garden is a unique educational spot within the
Commons Park P-Patch in the High Point Neighborhood of West Seattle.
Visitors can observe the bees up close through transparent plexiglass walls
enclosing the bee habitats. The garden offers valuable insights into the world
of bees and their critical role as pollinators in the environment.

We were excited to be part of a highly anticipated event, the West Seattle Bee
Festival, on Saturday, May 18th! This unique festival offers activities such as
the Buzz Run, Bee Walk and a vendor fair where reputable organizations stand
ready to educate attendees on the significance of bees and environmental
conservation. There was live jazz music and even line dancing showcasing
dancing bees! This annual event celebrates the importance of bees as
pollinators in our ecosystem and brings together families from the diverse
community of West Seattle (and beyond) to learn about the vital role bees play
in our environment.

Read the full article

Photo: (left to right) Intern Annie Gencay,
EMG Janine Allen, EMG Ben DiFilippo and
EMG Jeniffer Hausman at the West Seattle
Bee Festival

https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/80dd7d5c-10ac-4b5c-ba97-7d6ff3a0d864.pdf?rdr=true
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/donate/
https://mastergardener.wsu.edu/priorities/
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=83735153-f408-48b6-bdcb-2f4011c134a9


 
Community Outreach

…by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King
County Master Gardener Program Coordinator

One of our goals as Extension Master
Gardeners is outreach, the Extension value
of extending knowledge. As such, we strive to
show up wherever people come to seek plant
advice. Our efforts will involve expanding our
presence at various events that highlight

different gardening and sustainability groups, engaging with culturally diverse
neighborhoods across King County. In these areas, we aspire to both learn
from and educate others, all while establishing valuable relationships and
perhaps finding future Master Gardeners from these neighborhoods that are
new to our Program.

Read the full article

Photo: Community outreach on Earth Day at Kenmore Rhododendron Park. Pictured from left to right,
EMG Kadee Barello and EMG Penelope Thompson. Photo credit: EMG Sharon O'Grady.

 
KCMG Booth at Pollinator Fest in
Woodinville

…by Extension Master Gardener Sue Melgaard

21 Acres, a center for sustainable agriculture in
Woodinville, Washington, was buzzing with festive
activities for the whole family at Pollinator Fest on
Saturday, May 4th! If you missed the event, be sure
to plan to attend next year. The event was
organized by Pollinator Pathway NW, a volunteer-
led project of 21 Acres.

Read the full article

Photo: A "bee" visits Pollinator Fest. Photo credit: EMG Sharon O'Grady.

 

Growing Groceries Corner:
Vermicomposting

…by Extension Master Gardener Carol Johnson

Have you considered worm composting aka
vermicomposting? In this month’s Growing Groceries
Corner, Extension Master Gardener Susan Busch
shares her knowledge with a short video of
composting with red wiggler worms.

https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/e732e399-4b5b-441e-81a6-1cda89aec083.pdf?rdr=true
https://pollinatorpathwaynw.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/9c3f175c-eb24-4ded-9e52-c255062987ce.pdf?rdr=true


Vermicomposting is not only an intriguing hobby; it is a steppingstone to
sustainable living. Worm composting serves as a valuable lesson in recycling
organic waste. The nutrient-rich compost enhances your soil, and your plants
will thrive! Seeing red wiggler worms wiggling through the compost is fun for
children and adults.

Click here to view the video. Worm Composting

For additional information:
Worm Composting | Whatcom County | Washington State University (wsu.edu)

 
2024 Spring Fundraising Appeal:
Success!

…by Joan Baldwin, Foundation Board President
and Extension Master Gardener
 
The Master Gardener Foundation of King
County’s 2024 Spring Appeal raised $14,029
from 69 donors as of May 14, 2024. Our
fundraising target was $10,000 so the final result
was 140% above our original goal! The Spring
Appeal Campaign allowed donors to choose
programs which they wished to sponsor including
Demonstration Gardens, Ask-a-Master-Gardener
Clinics, Program Outreach, Education and
Technology. We want to thank all the donors and
volunteers who helped make the 2024 Spring
Appeal a success.

 
​Quick Links

MGFKC

​King County MG

Become a Master
Gardener

MGF Washington State

Record Impacts

GivePulse Login Page

Volunteer hours must
be entered monthly.

Staying Smart

​BDG Workshops

Education Events for
the Public and Master
Gardeners

Growing Groceries

 
Water Conservation: Life Itself

…by Extension Master Gardener Bruce Caredio

Of the nine Program Priorities, Extension Master
Gardeners are asked to emphasize in our
educational program, one stands out above the
others and that is water conservation. Water is
the origin of life itself; without it nothing grows.
With an early fire season and talk of water

rationing because of low snowpack, it is even more important this year to
emphasize the best use of our most precious resource. 

https://vimeo.com/921788707/f49133d006?share=copy
https://extension.wsu.edu/whatcom/hg/worm-composting/
https://www.mgfkc.org/
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/become-a-master-gardener/
https://mastergardenerfoundation.org/
https://wsu.givepulse.com/group/453122-WSU-King-County-Master-Gardeners
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/bdg-workshops/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/gg/


Water conservation in the home garden begins with a good master plan. A
comprehensive garden design should establish a balance between irrigated
garden and hardscape. Patios, walkways, rocks, gravel and decks can be
installed to allow rainwater percolation while they eliminate landscape that
would otherwise need to be irrigated. Mulching the garden surface to promote
water retention can utilize organic or inorganic materials. Organic mulches
could include compost, straw, leaves, pine needles and sawdust. Rocks, gravel
and landscape fabric are examples of inorganic mulches. 

Read the full article
  

Ways to donate to MGFKC

MG Program Priorities
 

BDG Plant Sale: A Blooming
Success!

…by Extension Master Gardener Erica
Halford
 
This spring’s Annual Plant Sale at the
Bellevue Demonstration Garden was a
blooming success! A beautiful sunny
day brought in swarms of plant lovers to
select from a large variety of plants. The wide selection included warm weather
veggie starts grown in the greenhouse and seasonal blooms from local
nurseries and collections from the nearby community garden, PlantAmnesty,
and Extension Master Gardeners’ home gardens. The event was a pleasant
finale to months of planning and hundreds of volunteer support hours both in
the greenhouse and in the garden.

Read the full article

Photo (left to right): EMG Penny Gowen, Intern Leah Alden-Jaswal, EMG Suzi O'Byrne, Traci Hanna,
EMG TerryJo Johnson, EMG Marcia Dillon. Photo credit: EMG Susan Zachwieja.
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Find out about the WSU Extension
Master Gardener Program in King
County, how to become a Master
Gardener, a list of speakers and the
Puget Sound Tip Sheets.
 
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/garde
ning/
 
For MG-only information, log into
the "KCMGs, Only" area.

Discover the many ways
contributions help the King County
Master Gardener program operate
public gardens, diagnostic plant
clinics for the public and offer low-
cost classes and workshops to the
public.
  
https://www.mgfkc.org/
 
For MG-only documents,
Foundation policies and clinic
resources, log into the Foundation
"Members Area".

  

Registration Opens for Growing
Groceries ‘Harvest to Fall’ Series

Registration opens June 17 for Growing
Groceries 2024 – Harvest to Fall series, just as
the temperature climbs and our garden
production peaks. The WSU Extension King
County Master Gardener Program continues its
2024 online Growing Groceries program from
July 17 to October 9. Classes are ideal for the
beginner to intermediate gardener and are open
to all. Our speakers will share tips for extending
the summer harvest and planting for fall, winter
and early spring crops. 

 
Of Interest to You

Tip Sheets for KC ​

Browse tip sheets about
Puget Sound
Gardening

Garden Tip Sheets

WHERE am I?

Find King County
Master Gardener clinic
and garden locations
using the MGFKC map

Sign up to receive the
Master Gardener

Connection

https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/gardening/gardening-tip-sheets/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/clinics-demo-gardens/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/1lmRIeX/MasterGardenerNews?source_id=83735153-f408-48b6-bdcb-2f4011c134a9&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/1lmRIeX/MasterGardenerNews?source_id=83735153-f408-48b6-bdcb-2f4011c134a9&source_type=em&c=


Learn how to grow delicious, nutritious food
using sustainable gardening techniques PLUS
tips to:

Conserve water
Extend the summer harvest
Identify and manage common pests and
pathogens
Protect overwintering pollinators
Grow year-round produce

Read the full article here

Continuing Education Opportunities

What Counts as CE?
Classes that will improve a volunteer's knowledge
and skill base for performing work as a
horticultural advisor and serving as a resource on
issues of sustainable gardening for home
gardeners.

Staying Smart! 
Education Opportunities
Check out additional educational offerings on the MGFKC Education
page: kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/. Master Gardeners
can also find more approved Continuing Education offerings on the Master
Gardeners Only page of the Program website.
   

Growing Groceries Classes
Growing Groceries Spring Series has finished. Register now for the Harvest to
Fall Series which begins on July 17. Please visit the Growing Groceries page
for information and registration for all classes.  

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops
Workshops are online Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Registration is
required. For registration information and workshop details, please visit
the Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops page.

June 1: Evaluating Fire Risk Around Your Home, presented by Michael
Lasecki, King Conservation District. This is a FREE class!

June 8: Native Plants in King County, presented by Marion Carpenter of the
King Conservation District.

WSU Extension Staying Mission Driven
Watch Staying Mission Driven to learn more about the WSU Extension Master
Gardener Program directly from the state leader, Jennifer Marquis, and from
other WSU Extension Faculty and Staff. View the recording here.

https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/6aad209b-cd0d-4030-a3bc-6396a3dc5dd9.pdf?rdr=true
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151Tq7lU_i9QOGlOwUP7k37Nd-Pt5yfRQSDZOjeLPkV7fl-yDzfmcUIGsEVvKe6Lsz3BbrCXY1i6mbRWSgi_jHO85wZQRsAfw7RYOPvI3mepYHgE14_U-DMzJxM7sqbmq-WEF9Qx2dxGellVCTA4DA8P0ceH-Oa3AI1BeE-a6X2E=&c=Pq_HE0Sbdr89K0ffLCKENYgfJFX74Tw1vRAsyEBcNGChFTZ_UrlfmA==&ch=VZmgEwXuV0Y8ZdZdeJECvsG8Sul_FSf-zOLPHG4xDOpBeHT5FZFc0w==
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WSU Master Gardener Online Workshops
Tuesdays in June at 12:00 p.m.  WSU Master Gardeners present free weekly
online programs. No need to register, just pop in. 

Connection information (To attend you must have a Zoom account, sign up for
one at zoom.us.), then join from 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS, or
Android: https://wsu.zoom.us/j/7756056320?
pwd=RzVxbTl0dXpyUjJjSDdsWnJuTXdydz09
Meeting ID: 775 605 6320
Password: 12345
Phone Call: +1 253 215 8782, 775 605 6320#
For help, call Gary Fredricks at garyf@wsu.edu or 360-577-3014 Ext. 3.  

June 4: Plant Bullies to Avoid Buying at the Nursery, presented by WSU
Master Gardener and Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Coordinator, Jennifer
Mendoza. Outsmart plant bullies and create a harmonious landscape with
carefully selected alternatives.

June 11: Vertical Gardening, presented by Extension Master Gardener
Marilee Hertig. Learn innovative strategies to grow up and make the most of
every inch of sunlight.

June 18: Selecting Plants for Your Home Landscape, presented by
Extension Master Gardener Tracy Morgan. Discover the secrets to selecting
the ideal flowers and shrubs for your home landscape.

June 25: Selecting Drought-Tolerant Trees and Shrubs, presented by
Extension Master Gardener Alice Slusher. Discover plant choices and how to
grow them with less water and make your garden pop with beautiful, drought-
tolerant plants.

Save the Date:
Virtual WSU Master Gardener Advanced Education Conference
September 27 – 28, 2024: Gardening in a Changing Climate. Visit the event
website for more information.
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Garden-Themed Books for Children
 
Did you know the Elisabeth C. Miller Library includes children’s books in its
collection? They also have a virtual storytime featuring a new book each
month. Check out library reviews of some of their children's offerings below.
 
Plants on the Move by Émilie Vast
 
Me + Tree by Alexandria Giardino
 
My Hair is a Garden by Cozbi A. Cabrera
 
Lucy and the Green Man by Linda Newbery
 
Herbaria: A Guide for Young People by Kelly LaFarge

Events and Coming Attractions

MGFKC Board Meeting on Thursday, June 13, from
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. online Zoom meeting.
Information and details at
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/.

​Zoom Meeting
-https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88172076722 
Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722
One tap mobile - +12532158782,,88172076722# 

Dial in - +1 253 215 8782 Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722

A Celebration of Pollinators presented by WSU Extension Pierce County
Master Gardeners in collaboration with the City of Puyallup. Saturday, June 15,
2024, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the WSU Puyallup Demonstration
Garden, 2607 W. Pioneer, Puyallup, Washington. Family-friendly activities,
talks, prizes and more!

 
Contributing to The Connection

Do you have an event or CE opportunity to share? An article of interest to
Master Gardeners? Deadline for announcements or article submissions is the
15th of the month prior to publication (ex: May 15 for the June edition). For
more information or to submit items for consideration, please contact us
at communicate@mgfkc.org with Master Gardener Connection in the subject
line. All published photos have the photographer's permission or are sourced
from free-to-use sites.

 
WAIT! Don't unsubscribe from all mailings if you are an

active Master Gardener!

If you wish to unsubscribe, be selective and identify the email lists you wish to
receive. All active Master Gardeners in King County are expected to
subscribe to the current year's "KC Master Gardeners" Email List to

https://depts.washington.edu/hortlib/events/story-time/
https://depts.washington.edu/hortlib/book/plants-on-the-move/
https://depts.washington.edu/hortlib/book/me-tree/
https://depts.washington.edu/hortlib/book/my-hair-is-a-garden/
https://depts.washington.edu/hortlib/book/lucy-and-the-green-man/
https://depts.washington.edu/hortlib/book/herbaria-a-guide-for-young-people/
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88172076722
mailto:communicate@mgfkc.org


continue receiving information about Program activities, updates and
recertification notices. Other email lists are optional.

Follow us on social media!

          

The Master Gardener Connection is a joint publication from the King County Master

Gardener Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and the WSU Extension Master Gardener

Program in King County to provide research-based education about urban horticulture to the

residents of King County. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all

without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance many be reported through your local

WSU Extension office.
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