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Shady Performers

…by Extension Master Gardener Bruce Caredio

As Pacific Northwest gardeners, we are on a
continual quest for plants that perform well in
shade. Hostas, saxifrage, ferns, brunnera,
camelias and rhododendrons are popular
choices for a landscape in the shade. In
addition, there are a few unusual and not widely
planted choices that are excellent for gardens

with little sun: Darmera, Stewartia, Ligularia and Rodgersia.

Darmera peltata, commonly known as umbrella plant or Indian rhubarb, is an
uncommon plant which is native to Oregon and Northern California. Everything
about this plant is big. In the early spring, dark pink to hot pink flowers appear
on six-foot-tall stalks before the leaves emerge. The one- to two-foot-wide
leaves are also carried on two- to six-foot stalks with interesting vein patterns,
deep lobes and serrated edges. This perennial will grow from four to eight feet
wide and spreads from thick rhizomes. Darmera thrives in partial shade with
ample water and is a great pick for cool woodland, pond or streamside sites. 

Read the full article

Photo: Darmera peltata (umbrella plant). Photo credit: EMG Bruce Caredio.

 
KCMG Diagnostics Workshop with Jenny Glass

…by the Education Leadership Team

Once again, we have a wonderful opportunity to work with
Jenny Glass, diagnostic plant pathologist, from the WSU
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Puyallup Plant and Insect Diagnostic Laboratory. She will be
offering a hands-on Diagnostics Workshop on Saturday, July
20th, along with our WSU Extension King County diagnostic
clinicians. This workshop will be held at the Bellevue
Botanical Garden. Two sessions will be offered; the first will
be from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and the second will be from
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Each session will cost $35 per person.
King County Master Gardeners were notified about
registration for this workshop in an email sent June 23rd.

 
Clinic Resource Box: Online Content

…by Emanii Owens, Extension Master Gardener
and Technology Team Lead

Extension Master Gardeners who work at Ask-a-
Master-Gardener clinics are already familiar with
the incredible resources available in the Clinic
Resource Box. The Online Clinic Resource Box
is a digital solution designed to complement our
physical Resource Boxes used in clinics.
Tailored for modern gardeners, this online
platform offers a comprehensive array of tools
and information accessible from any device. It
provides a supplement, yet not a replacement,

ensuring gardeners have flexible options to manage their needs efficiently.
Whether for quick reference or detailed descriptions, the Online Clinic
Resource Box can enhance the clinic experience with its accessibility and
breadth of resources. If you would like access, please submit your request
here:

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=qx5QPs0LI06QJj5DcIlTdcaxgG9IW4hNt2MKDHJh1ilUNkJTVFVQUThESVp
LU1g3OTlTTlFLVU0xMS4u

Photo: Clinic Resource Box. Photo credit: EMG Heather Fuller.

 

Send Us Your Pictures!

…by Linda Peterson, Extension Master Gardener
and Foundation Board Member

PICTURES, PICTURES, PICTURES! Send us
your pictures! The annual WSU Extension King
County Master Gardener Recognition Event will be
held on October 19, 2024, in the Aaron Education
Center at the Bellevue Botanical Garden.
Together, we’ll celebrate the awesome services that Extension Master
Gardeners provide to the King County gardening community throughout the
year.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qx5QPs0LI06QJj5DcIlTdcaxgG9IW4hNt2MKDHJh1ilUNkJTVFVQUThESVpLU1g3OTlTTlFLVU0xMS4u__;!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!rks9LeWJjR5vyriIFdYQe9Yc8c1OFdRytmQLUxBOAWsM7r6oXDA9qyZKGaprTI_oZugFDgY7GJ26x4_Xxx9FuA%24


As part of our annual recognition, we want to celebrate ALL of our Master
Gardeners with a slide show. You can help us by sending in photos capturing
all of our community activities including demonstration gardens, public
speaking, workshops and clinics. Please send only photos of Master
Gardeners, do not include photos with members of the public. Our goal is
to have a picture of every Master Gardener because each one of you supports
our efforts. Please send your photos to Program Assistant Nora Larson, at
nora.larson@wsu.edu. Let’s celebrate the important work we do!

 

Growing Groceries Corner

…by EMG Carol Johnson

When harvesting your summer vegetables, have
you thought about leaving some to mature and
entice pollinators? When you allow some
vegetables to bloom, you are creating an inviting
space for bees, butterflies and other beneficial
insects. These visitors play an important role
throughout your garden and help encourage a
bountiful harvest. In addition, the flowers add
beauty and interest. Go ahead and let some
bloom!   

View the beneficial insects photo collage

 
​Quick Links

MGFKC

​King County MG

Become a Master
Gardener

MGF Washington State

Record Impacts

GivePulse Login Page

Volunteer hours must
be entered monthly.

Staying Smart

​BDG Workshops

Education Events for
the Public and Master
Gardeners

Growing Groceries

  
Notes from the Program Coordinator:
Importance of CE

…by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

Our educational mission is: "Engaging university-
trained volunteers to empower and sustain diverse
communities with relevant, unbiased, research-based
horticulture and environmental stewardship education."
This mission represents the two elements of the
Extension Master Gardener volunteer experience –
continuing education and volunteer service.
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When a member of the community uses the term "Master Gardener" they may
mean many things – a highly accomplished gardener, a knowledgeable person,
someone who knows all the answers. But as each of us in the Program knows,
Extension Master Gardeners (EMGs) are always seeking, always learning and
always sharing their knowledge. 

Read the full article

Welcome Education Leadership
Team Chair Gina Mutter

…by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

Dawn Rubstello, the outgoing Education
Leadership Team (ELT) chair, and I are
delighted to announce that Gina Mutter will be
continuing her role in the ELT, now stepping into
the position of team chair. In her role, Gina
looks forward to identifying sources of low- or no-cost, quality continuing
education for Extension Master Gardeners.  

Gina is a life-long Seattle area resident and finds great joy in spending time in
the mountain forests and near the Salish Sea. After graduating from the
University of Washington, Gina joined the Boeing Company where she worked
several projects as a systems engineer for 32 years. Gina enjoys cooking,
hiking and cycling with her husband and two adult children, and has a personal
goal to visit all of the national parks. Gina is grateful for the opportunity to
participate in the WSU Extension King County Master Gardener Program to
learn more about botany and nature’s systems, to gain insights into the
necessary adaptations resulting from our changing climate, and to join in
community with other gardeners to facilitate educational outreach to anyone
interested in home gardening.

Advanced Education Conference:
Gardening in a Changing Climate

…by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

Every September, Extension Master Gardeners
statewide look forward to the Advanced Education
Conference, or AEC. This year, for the first time,
the conference will be held virtually. While we will

miss the in-person connections, the virtual format will allow Extension Master
Gardeners from around the state to participate more fully. 

Read the full article
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Ways to donate to MGFKC

MG Program Priorities
 

Cool Plants, Hot Topics Returns September 8, 2024!
Save the date and watch for more details about this educational event and

plant sale at Bellevue Botanical Garden. We hope to see you there!
 

An Important Perennial
Garden Tip

…by Extension Master Gardener Bruce
Bennett

Although many people are not aware of
this, one of the best gardening tasks for
you to learn about in the effort to keep your

perennial garden looking well-groomed all summer is to regularly prune many
of the plants. This is especially important in years with cool, rainy springs
when, by this time of year, many plants can grow to twice their normal size.
Improving pruning technique and timing skills can help with many gardening
issues in the landscape. Pruning can mean anything from simple
‘deadheading’, which is the removal of the spent flower heads, to cutting plants
all the way down to the ground. Pruning can have many beneficial impacts,
including extending plant bloom periods and/or promoting rebloom,
encouraging lush new growth, reducing plant size to improve surrounding air
flow thus reducing mildew and fungal problems, and staggering plant heights
and bloom times for an enhanced, view-worthy garden.

Read the full article
    

https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/how-to-help/
https://mastergardener.wsu.edu/priorities/
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Find out about the WSU Extension
Master Gardener Program in King
County, how to become a Master
Gardener, a list of speakers and the
Puget Sound Tip Sheets.
 
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/garde
ning/
 
For MG-only information, log into
the "KCMGs, Only" area.

Discover the many ways
contributions help the King County
Master Gardener program operate
public gardens, diagnostic plant
clinics for the public and offer low-
cost classes and workshops to the
public.
  
https://www.mgfkc.org/
 
For MG-only documents,
Foundation policies and clinic
resources, log into the Foundation
"Members Area".

  
Consider Adding One Shift

…by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

Throughout the county, our Ask-a-Master-
Gardener Clinics are going into high gear. Clinics
are the face of the WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program and many of our clinic
leaders are in need of a few more shifts to keep
those clinics open throughout the busy growing
season of summer. Please contact your clinic
leader if you can add a shift to your schedule. If
you can work a different day than your clinic's
regular shift, your leader can help you find
another clinic that will eagerly welcome you. We
have shifts available most days of the week.
Meet new colleagues, discover new
neighborhoods, and talk to new
gardeners. Thanks to our clinicians, clinic
leaders, clinic information coordinators and
schedulers for all the work you do for the
Program!

 
Of Interest to You

Tip Sheets for KC ​

Browse tip sheets about
Puget Sound
Gardening

Garden Tip Sheets

WHERE am I?

Find King County
Master Gardener clinic
and garden locations
using the MGFKC map

Sign up to receive the
Master Gardener

Connection

Continuing Education Opportunities

What Counts as CE?
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Classes that will improve a volunteer's knowledge
and skill base for performing work as a
horticultural advisor and serving as a resource on
issues of sustainable gardening for home
gardeners.

Staying Smart! 
Education Opportunities
Check out additional educational offerings on the MGFKC Education
page: kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/. Master Gardeners
can also find more approved Continuing Education offerings on the Master
Gardeners Only page of the Program website.
   

Growing Groceries Classes
Growing Groceries classes are Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Please
visit the Growing Groceries page for information and registration for all
classes.  

July 17: The Dry Days of Summer, presented by Extension Master
Gardeners Jim Olson, Adam Romero and Karen Adams.

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops
BDG Workshops Series 3 begins September 7. For registration information
and workshop details, please visit the Bellevue Demonstration Garden
Workshops page.

WSU Master Gardener Online Workshops
Tuesdays in July at 12:00 p.m.  WSU Master Gardeners present free weekly
online programs. No need to register, just pop in. 

Connection information (To attend you must have a Zoom account, sign up for
one at zoom.us.), then join from 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS, or
Android: https://wsu.zoom.us/j/7756056320?
pwd=RzVxbTl0dXpyUjJjSDdsWnJuTXdydz09
Meeting ID: 775 605 6320
Password: 12345
Phone Call: +1 253 215 8782, 775 605 6320#
For help, call Gary Fredricks at garyf@wsu.edu or 360-577-3014 Ext. 3.  

July 9: How Much Water for Your Garden?, presented by Extension Master
Gardener Sara Clark. Learn the best watering practices for your garden, lawn
and landscape.

July 23: Protecting Your Plants from the Heat, presented by Extension
Master Gardener Tom Myklebust. Equip yourself with the knowledge and skills
to protect your plants from the scorching summer heat.

July 30: Rooftop Gardening, presented by Extension Master Gardener Amy
Norquist. Learn about benefits, design and plant selection for rooftop gardens.

https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/
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UW Botanic Gardens/PlantAmnesty Summer Master Pruner Series
An online lecture series which will provide information on tools and techniques
for quality pruning with better long-term results. Visit bit.ly/pruning-series for
more information and to register.

July 11: Tree Pruning I presented by Bess Bronstein & Shrub I – The
Friendly, Fearless and Forgiving presented by Christina Pfeiffer.

July 18: Tree Pruning II presented by Bess Bronstein & Shrub II –
Shearables, Hackables and Untouchables presented by Christina Pfeiffer.

July 25: Shrub III – The Puzzlers and Consequences presented by Bess
Bronstein & Prune and Renovate the Overgrown Landscape presented by
Christina Pfeiffer.

August 1: Conifer Pruning presented by Bess Bronstein & Fruit Tree
Pruning presented by Ingela Wanerstand.

August 8: Japanese Garden Pruning presented by Bess Bronstein &
Pruning Art or Pruning Atrocity? presented by Christina Pfeiffer.

August 15: Rehabilitative Pruning presented by Christina Pfeiffer & Rose
Pruning presented by Keith Dekker.

Save the Date:
Virtual WSU Master Gardener Advanced Education Conference
September 27 – 28, 2024: Gardening in a Changing Climate. Registration is
now open! Visit the event website more information and to register.

BBGS/Heronswood Annual Symposium
September 21: Our Gardens: Alive! hosted by Dan Hinkley and Nita-Jo
Rountree at the Bellevue Botanical Garden and online. Click here for more
information and registration.

  

Elisabeth C. Miller Library Selection

Sempervivum: A Gardener’s
Perspective of the Not-So-Humble
Hens-and-Chicks

If you're not a fan of hens-and-chicks, you will be
after reading July's book selection! Sempervivum: A
Gardener's Perspective of the Not-So-Humble Hens-
and-Chicks by Kevin C. Vaughn was published in
May 2018 by Schiffer Publishing. Brian Thompson,
Curator of Horticultural Literature, reviewed the book.

Read the review

http://bit.ly/pruning-series
http://mglearns.mastergardenerfoundation.org/
https://bellevuebotanical.org/annual-symposium-2024/
https://files.constantcontact.com/660d4121501/9ee6de21-9b59-4187-b862-e71f702429af.pdf?rdr=true


Events and Coming Attractions

MGFKC Board Meeting on Thursday, July 11, from
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. online Zoom meeting.
Information and details at
https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/.

​Zoom Meeting
-https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88172076722 
Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722
One tap mobile - +12532158782,,88172076722# 
Dial in - +1 253 215 8782 Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722

 

https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88172076722


Contributing to The Connection
Do you have an event or CE opportunity to share? An article of interest to
Master Gardeners? Deadline for announcements or article submissions is the
15th of the month prior to publication (ex: May 15 for the June edition). For
more information or to submit items for consideration, please contact us
at communicate@mgfkc.org with Master Gardener Connection in the subject
line. All published photos have the photographer's permission or are sourced
from free-to-use sites.

 
WAIT! Don't unsubscribe from all mailings if you are an

active Master Gardener!

If you wish to unsubscribe, be selective and identify the email lists you wish to
receive. All active Master Gardeners in King County are expected to
subscribe to the current year's "KC Master Gardeners" Email List to
continue receiving information about Program activities, updates and
recertification notices. Other email lists are optional.

Follow us on social media!

          

The Master Gardener Connection is a joint publication from the King County Master

Gardener Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and the WSU Extension Master Gardener

Program in King County to provide research-based education about urban horticulture to the

residents of King County. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all

without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance many be reported through your local

WSU Extension office.
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