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Why Extension Master Gardeners
are Certified Annually ‘ﬂi\‘ King County

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County  MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

Every autumn, Extension Master Gardener volunteers who wish to continue in
the Program apply to be certified for the coming year. This is not unique to
King County, but occurs throughout every County Extension in the nation. In
their applications, volunteers attest to fulfilling service and continuing education
requirements, confirm agreement to guidelines for discussing integrated pest
management and pesticide use and, as in King County, may also complete
optional program administration items, such as electing to volunteer at a
specific plant advice clinic and demonstration garden.

Certification of Extension Master Gardeners by the state of Washington
reinforces our credibility and has kept the Program relevant through a 50-year
history with many changing community and environmental needs. Let’s look at
each of the annual certification requirements.

Read the full article
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Shorewood High School Culinary Arts Garden:
A Place of Change and Growth

...by SWHS Culinary Arts Garden Team

When Culinary Arts students at Shorewood High School (SWHS) need fresh
produce for classroom assignments, they can open the door and step into their
garden to harvest what’'s needed. The Shorewood High School Culinary Arts
Garden is a collaboration between the students and Extension Master
Gardener (EMG) volunteers. EMGs give talks in the classroom, work in the
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garden and do larger projects and maintenance.

This year, in its high school campus environment, the Culinary Garden needed
adequate, secure storage and timely replacement of deteriorating garden
boxes. It also needed improved accessibility for special-needs students. This
past summer, in addition to tending crops, our Master Gardener group
completed several projects that addressed these needs.

Read the full article

Photo (left to right): EMG Lee Keim and
EMG Katherine Anderson build the new
pathway. Photo credit: EMG Wendy
Lance.

BDG Workshops Naming Contest: Win a Free Series!
...by Extension Master Gardener Janile Martin

The Bellevue Demonstration Garden’s Saturday Zoom Workshop series is
looking for a new name. Originally these workshops were held in person at the
small Ranger Station near the Bellevue Demonstration Garden; then they
moved to Zoom during the pandemic. Since that time, the number of class
participants has increased and these classes will no longer fit in the Ranger
Station. Additionally, the Bellevue Demonstration Garden is planning to
resume in-person, hands-on, Saturday demonstrations at the demo garden,
yay!! So now we’ll need a new name to differentiate between the two different
educational opportunities.

Read the full article

2024 Kent Hop Picking Festival
...by Extension Master Gardener Intern Chris Ensor

A three-hour WSU Extension King County Master Gardener hop picking
festival was held at the Neely-Soames Homestead Heritage Demonstration
Garden on September 7. This was possibly the first hop harvest celebration in
Kent since the crop failure of 1891 ended this major industry.

18 visitors and 10 Master Gardeners and Interns attended the event. In
addition, we welcomed three representatives from our partner organizations —
the Greater Kent Historical Society, All Grain Brewing and the Impaling Alers —
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along with the president of Kent City Council.

Read the full article

Photo: Master Gardeners cut
down the Cascade hop bines.
Photo credit: EMG Sisi Zhou.

Cool Plants, Hot Topics: Sustainable Gardening for Life

...by Joan Baldwin, Extension Master Gardener and Foundation Board
President

This year’s edition of Cool Plants, Hot Topics: “Sustainable Gardening for Life,”
was a resounding success thanks to the WSU Extension Master Gardener
volunteers who made this important event possible. Together we raised $2,345
to support the WSU Extension Master Program in King County.

Hundreds of plants from local vendors Lee Farm & Nursery, Earth Grown
Creations, Celestial Dream Gardens, Chimacum Woods Nursery, The Lim
Garden and Salish Trees Nursery were sold. In addition to the plant sale,
Extension Master Gardeners and Interns set up a very popular bouquet table
with Master Gardener-created floral arrangements assembled from donated
floral materials (see the “Flowerpalooza” article in this issue for more details).

Read the full article

Photo: One of the tables displaying plants
for sale at the Cool Plants, Hot Topics
event. Photo credit EMG Joan Baldwin.
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Flowerpalooza!
...by Extension Master Gardener Intern Lynda Firey Oldroyd

WSU King County Master Gardeners held a floral arrangement sale in
conjunction with our Cool Plants, Hot Topics event at Bellevue Botanical
Garden, on Sunday, September 8. We raised nearly $700 for the WSU
Extension King County Master Garden Program. A huge shout out and thanks
to those who donated flowers, foliage and vases!

e The Marymoor Community Garden Association, led by EMG Gia Parsons
The Cool Plants, Hot Topics Program Management Team, led by EMG
Joan Baldwin

Green River Nursery, led by EMG Matt Jennings

The Bellevue Demonstration Garden Team, led by EMG Barbara Picat
The Renton McLendon’s Clinic, led by EMG Jean Daniels

The Seattle Wholesale Growers Market in SODO

We hope to make this an annual event, so stay tuned and learn how you can
participate next year!

Pictured are a few of the flower table
volunteers — (left to right) EMG Lynn
Benz, Intern Audrey Crews and Intern
Lynda Firey Oldroyd. Photo credit:
EMG Gia Parsons.
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Do you need some tips to winterize your
vegetable garden? Applying leaves or arborist
chips as mulch is a wonderful way to recycle BDG Workshops
garden waste and protect and enrich the soil.
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People, Plants and Partnerships

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

At the National Program Coordinator Conference, August 25 — 29, | had the
wonderful experience of discussing Master Gardener Programs — our goals,
successes and challenges — with state and county Program leaders from all
across the nation, including four others from Washington state.

My conference agenda is covered with my notes — mostly with the names of
King County Extension Master Gardeners who would be interested in each of
the topics — and details on how to best share everything | learned. From a
presentation on spotted lanternfly management to talks on data gathering and
hyperlocal food donations, we were exposed to so many of the valuable
community services the Extension Program and Master Gardeners provide. |
can’t wait to share and try out some of these ideas.

Read the full article

2025 Intern Applications Due October 15

...by Sarah Moore, WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program Coordinator

There is still time to apply for the 2025 Extension
Master Gardener Intern class. Learn more about the
Program and complete a statement of interest here:
Become A Master Gardener | King County |
Washington State University (wsu.edu). The application process will close
October 15, so if you or someone you know is interested, please encourage
them to apply now. Note that Extension Master Gardeners are volunteers and
it is our hope is that, after completing the training and intern year, volunteers
will stay on with us for many years to come!

Animal Acres Open Garden Event at Picnic in the Park

...by Mariana Lassalle, Extension Master Gardener and Animal Acres Demo
Garden Co-lead
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On September 7™, in conjunction with the annual ‘Picnic in the Park’ event
organized by City of Lake Forest Park, the Animal Acres Demonstration
Garden hosted a special open garden event, with the support of WSU
Extension Master Gardeners Linda Holman, Susan Melgaard, Mariana
Lassalle and Intern Darcy Korhonen.

Read the full article
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Photo: Extension Master Gardeners Susan Melgaard and Linda Holman presenting materials about
pollinators and their role in the garden. Photo credit: anonymous bystander.

ég a Difference!

DONATE

Ways to donate to MGFKC

MG Program Priorities

Evergreens that Aren’t?
...by Extension Master Gardener Bruce Caredio

There are a small number of conifer trees that are
unlike their fellow cone bearers. These trees lose
their needles every season and regrow them the
following spring. These deciduous trees include the
bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), dawn redwood
(Metasequoia), the larch or tamarack (Larix). While
most coniferous evergreen trees drop a few needles
continually, a great number are retained all year long.
Bald cypress, dawn redwood and larch, though cone bearing, lose their leaves
in the fall and are considered deciduous trees.

Read the full article
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Photo: The leaves of Metasequoia resemble those of a coastal redwood. Photo credit: EMG Bruce
Caredio, 2024.

Vashon Master Gardeners Ace Appreciation Day
...by Extension Master Gardener Kathy Kreps

Extension Master Gardeners from the Vashon Clinic annually hold an
appreciation event for the staff at Vashon Ace Hardware. Ace Hardware allows
us to set up our clinics in front of their entry during the season and keep our
clinic supplies in the back. At the end of the season, we offer our thanks by
supplying pizza or other food to the store’s staff. This year, Vashon Master
Gardeners baked a variety of cookies and packaged them up for the
employees at Ace. We included a note with 12 different cookies per bag
saying, "A big ‘Thank You’ to Ace Hardware staff for your hospitality this
season for allowing us to store our materials and set-up our clinic table in front
of your entryway. We appreciate you!" The cookies were gratefully received.

Photo (left to right): EMG Kathy Kreps; Rachel, Ace Store Manager; and Bonnie, Ace Store Manager.
Photo credit: Mark Wysoski.

Late Season Projects in my Garden

...by Extension Master Gardener Sharon
O’Grady

There’s COVID-19 lurking in my household but
I’m not the sick one. This gives me an
unexpected abundance of free time for those
garden projects I've been putting off. First stop,
my worm bin.

If worms can feel misery, mine were miserable. Too many food scraps to
digest and not enough bedding. (Actually, too many worms too, so if you need
any...) Shredding newspaper for bedding is not my favorite task either and
newspapers are a rare commodity these days. What to do? | know! Those
fallen leaves left in place from last October are “leaf mulch in situ” and will
make great material for bedding. After all, what is newspaper anyway but re-




Read the full article

Find out about the WSU Extension
Master Gardener Program in King
County, how to become a Master
Gardener, a list of speakers and the
Puget Sound Tip Sheets.

https://extension.wsu.edu/king/garde

composition of shredded trees? I'll rake up the leaves and run the lawn mower
over them before | add them to the bin.

Photo: Ready to shred the leaves for the worm bin. Photo credit: EMG Sharon O’Grady.

Supporting
since 1984
Investing in a SUS

Discover the many ways
contributions help the King County
Master Gardener program operate
public gardens, diagnostic plant
clinics for the public and offer low-
cost classes and workshops to the
public.

ning/
https://www.mafkc.org/

For MG-only information, log into
the "KCMGs, Only" area. For MG-only documents,
Foundation policies and clinic
resources, log into the Foundation

"Members Area".
|

Elisabeth C. Miller Library Selection

Douglas Fir: The Story of the West’s Most
Remarkable Tree

This month's book selection is an in-depth profile of the
hardy and adaptable Douglas fir tree.

Douglas Fir: The Story of the West's Most Remarkable
Tree by Stephen F. Arno and Carl E. Fiedlerwas
published in October 2020 by Mountaineers Books. Brian Thompson, Curator
of Horticultural Literature, reviewed the book.

Read the review

Of Interest to You

Tip Sheets for KC
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Browse tip sheets about
Puget Sound
Gardening

Garden Tip Sheets

WHERE am I?

Year End MGFKC Reimbursement Find King County
Requests

Master Gardener clinic
and garden locations
using the MGFKC map

Please submit your request for reimbursement of

expenses as soon as possible, but no later than
October 31, 2024. A link to the MGFKC Sign up to receive the
Reimbursement Form can be found at mgfkc.org Master Gardener
under “Foundation Member Resources” in the Connection
password protected Member Area.

Reimbursement requests can be emailed to

treasurer@magfkc.org or mailed to Master

Gardener Foundation of King County, 560

Naches Ave, Suite 130, Renton WA 98057. All

reimbursement requests must be submitted in

the year incurred.

Continuing Education Opportunities

What Counts as CE?
Classes that will improve a volunteer's knowledge ~ Master u

and skill base for performing work as a a rd e n e rs

horticultural advisor and serving as a resource on . e Top
issues of sustainable gardening for home e
gardeners.

Staying Smanrt!

Education Opportunities

Check out additional educational offerings on the MGFKC Education

page: kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/education/. Master Gardeners
can also find more approved Continuing Education offerings on the Master
Gardeners Only page of the Program website.

Growing Groceries Classes

Growing Groceries classes are Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Please
visit the Growing Groceries page for information and registration for all
classes.

October 9: The Savory Subterraneans: Garlic and Onions presented by
Extension Master Gardeners Lory Armitage and Maria Gerace.

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops
BDG Workshops are held on Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., January
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through October. For registration information and workshop details, please visit
the Bellevue Demonstration Garden

Workshops page.

October 5: Shrubs that Grow Well in King County, presented by Extension
Master Gardener Cleo Raulerson.

October 12: Fall and Winter Wow for Container Gardens, presented by Sue
Goetz, certified Horticulturist.

October 19: Choosing the Right Plants, presented by Laura Matter, Program
Director for Natural Yard Care, Tilth Alliance.

October 26: Orchids for Fun, presented by Extension Master Gardener Jim
Olson.

WSU Master Gardener Online Workshops
Tuesdays in October at 12:00 p.m. WSU Master Gardeners present FREE weekly

online programs. No need to register, just pop in.

Connection information (To attend you must have a Zoom account, sign up for
one at zoom.us.), then join from

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS, or

Android: https://wsu.zoom.us/j/77560563207?
pwd=RzVxbTI0dXpyUjJjSDdsWnJuTXdydz09

Meeting ID: 775 605 6320

Password: 12345

Phone Call: +1 253 215 8782, 775 605 6320#

For help, call Gary Fredricks at garyf@wsu.edu or 360-577-3014 Ext. 3.

October 1: Winter Magic: No-Dig Lawn-to-Garden Bed Transformation,
presented by Extension Master Gardener Alice Slusher. Reduce your
monoculture lawn and replace it with a garden bed to support pollinators or
create a new outdoor living space.

October 8: Putting Your Garden to Bed presented by Extension Master
Gardener David May. Learn tips to reduce work next year and ensure next
year's successful crops.

October 15: Landscaping for Wildlife, presented by Extension Master
Gardener Adam Weeks. Tips on growing wildlife-friendly plants that attract
birds and other creatures, turning your garden into a lively, natural haven.

October 22: Create a No-fuss, Large-scale Outdoor Worm Bin, presented
by Extension Master Gardener Sara Clark. Learn how red wiggler worms
transform kitchen scraps into nutrient-rich “black gold” compost that will
supercharge your garden and learn how easy it is to create an outdoor worm
bin.

October 29: Understanding Climate Change for Home

Gardeners, presented by Extension Master Gardener Mike Peronto. Learn
what climate change really means and how you, as an individual, can make a
difference.
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Bellevue Botanical Garden Society

BBGS members receive a 30% discount on most webinars, lectures and
classes. Visit https://bellevuebotanical.org/adult-ed/ for class information and
registration.

October 17: Landscaping for Winter Color and Beauty, presented
by garden designer Sue Goetz

Events and Coming Attractions

MGFKC Board Meeting on Thursday, October 10, from
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. online Zoom meeting. Information
and details at

https://kingcounty.mastergardenerfoundation.org/board/.

Zoom Meeting -https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88172076722
Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722

One tap mobile - +12532158782,,88172076722#

Dial in - +1 253 215 8782 Meeting ID: 881 7207 6722

WSU King County Master Gardener Recognition Eventon Saturday,
October 19, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. Watch your email for an invitation with more
details.

Contributing to The Connection
Do you have an event or CE opportunity to share? An article of interest to
Master Gardeners? Deadline for announcements or article submissions is the
15th of the month prior to publication (ex: May 15 for the June edition). For
more information or to submit items for consideration, please contact us
at communicate@magfkc.org with Master Gardener Connection in the subject
line. All published photos have the photographer’'s permission or are sourced
from free-to-use sites.

WAIT! Don't unsubscribe from all mailings if you are an
active Master Gardener!

If you wish to unsubscribe, be selective and identify the email lists you wish to
receive. All active Master Gardeners in King County are expected to
subscribe to the current year's "KC Master Gardeners" Email List to
continue receiving information about Program activities, updates and
recertification notices. Other email lists are optional.
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Land Use Acknowledgement for the King County Master Gardener Program

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the sacred lands of the Coast Salish Peoples who
have lived along the shores of the Central Salish Sea since time immemorial. We honor all First
Peoples indigenous to the place we now call King County — their ancestors and descendants who
have cared for these sacred lands and waters for thousands of years. We acknowledge the
sovereignty of Coast Salish Peoples and honor their history, language, knowledge, cultural
traditions, and longstanding stewardship of the lands on which we stand and cultivate today. We
give thanks to the Duwamish, Muckleshoot, Snoqualmie, Stillaguamish, Suquamish, and Tulalip
Tribes for sharing their ancestral lands and watersheds with us, and we embrace our
responsibility to help protect and restore them for future generations.

ﬂiv The Master Gardener Connection is a joint publication from the King County

) Master Gardener Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and the WSU

RNl Cxtension Master Gardener Program in King County to provide research-
based education about urban horticulture to the residents of King County.
WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without
discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance many be reported through your
local WSU Extension office.

Master Gardener Foundation of King County | c/o WSU Extension King County 560 Naches
Avenue SW, Suite 130 | Renton, WA 98057-2219 US
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